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Nick Hornby

Nick Hornby is a prolific, contemporary English
writer of novels, an essayist, a columnist and a
screenwriter.

He graduated from the University of Cambridge in
1979 where he received a degree in English literature.
Then he continued his studies at a teachers’ training

school. While working as a teacher in Cambridge and

then London, Hornby began a freelance journalism career.
He wrote for different newspapers and published a collection of literary essays.

He is famous for such novels as «4bout a boy», «High Fidelity» and «Fever
Pitchy that were turned into movies. Many outstanding American actors like
Hugh Grant, Colin Firth, John Cussack, Jimmy Fallon, Drew Barrymore, etc. have
performed in films adapted from his books. Hornby is also a famous screenwriter
and did writing for the famous film «An Education» for which he was nominated
for an Oscar Award. «About a Boy» fetched Hornby the E.M. Forster Awards from
the American Academy of Arts and Letters.

His novel «4bout a Boyy, also adapted into a film starring Hughes Grant, came
out in 1998. This is a story exploring the lives of two ‘boys’; Marcus, a young clumsy
and queer but charming teenager, coming from a one-parent family, and Will, an
easy-going and immature man in his thirties. The novel describes how their lives get

intertwined and how they change themselves for the better.

Tell about the author of the novel.

The title of the novel “About a Boy” refers to the song “About a Girl” by the
American rock band Nirvana. The song was written by an American singer,
songwriter, and musician Kurt Cobain. Being regarded as a Generation X icon, he is

considered to be one of the most iconic and influential rock musicians in the history
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of alternative music. One of the characters of the novel “About a Boy” is keen on
Kurt Cobain and his songs. This detail helps us to plunge into the atmosphere of the

novel and understand the setting properly.

Can you guess what the novel will be about judging by the title? Is it
suggestive or not? Why?



Assignment |
Chapters 1-6

I. Give definitions and situations from the text for the words:
burn the candle at both ends; strike up (a rapport); clincher; come to terms with;

hilarious; make headway; fraud; come up with.

Il. Translate the words/wods-combinations into English:

[Tapenn; Henporneu€HHbIN (0 xJ1e0€); Kalia U3 KyKypy3HOUW KpyTibl; MaMalibira,
0OpoJKa KIMHBIIIKOM; pa30pachiBaTh, W3MOXKAEHHBIN, HOCTUTaTh, ITOHUMATh;
HEJIOTMYHOE  3aKJIIOYEHHE;,  CaMOJIOBOJIbHO,  0€e3  rpoma B KapMaHe;
pa3riarojibCTBOBaTh;,  CIHOCOOHOCTb, BPOXKIEHHBIM TajaHT; OMYyXIIWW; MPOBECTH

paccnenoBanue; gaomacTep.

I11. Give synonyms for the words:
Questionnaire; hypothermia; speculation; peek over; clutter; throw; a mug of tea;
baggy trousers; demented; potty; crows’ feet; bestow forgiveness; withering look;
overlap; infidelity; handicapped children; lousy; dearth; litany of treachery and

deceit.

V. Give your situations with the following words:
frown upon; trawl through; blush; affinity (to children); throe; repel; go round,;

buy time; launch into; cock up; nerdy and geeky; groovy.

V. Answer the questions:

1. What do we get to know about the major characters in the first chapter?

2. How does Marcus get on with his mother? Is there any estrangement
between them?

3. What does Will Freeman consider to be his strong points?



4. Does Will have a desire to establish a family of his own? What is his attitude
to children?

5. What is implied by the words: “Jessica wanted to exchange the froth and
frivolity for something more solid™?

6. Has Will wholeheartedly agreed to be Imogen’s godfather?

7. Why isn’t Marcus right for schools? What is queer in his demeanour?

8. What are the reasons for which Marcus has been ridiculed and mocked at by
his classmates?

9. Do you approve of the methods of upbringing of Marcus’s mother?

10. Who does Will chat up? Why has he been attracted by a single mother?

11. What makes people think that Will is “the Good Guy, the Redeemer”?

12. What relationship has Will launched into?

13. What is wrong with Marcus’s mother?

14. Does Marcus get along with other kids? Does he have the best buddies to
hang around?

15. Why does the author say that Marcus’s “fame has been spreading?” How
have pupils cracked jokes about him?

16. What does Marcus think of this situation at heart if he has conjured up such
metaphors as “koala bears have with piranha fish”, “insults were hurled in just the
same way as missiles”?

17. Is Will appropriate for a dad’s role ? What story has he thought up?

18. Does Will work like a beaver?

19. Who are the members of SPAT? What is its purpose? Has Will felt at ease
there?

20. What is the setting of the novel?

V1. Discussion points:

1. Give Marcus’s character sketch.

2. Can you call the situation with Marcus as bullying? Who is susceptible to be

a despised victim being given a hard time?



3. Will — a killer with the ladies- what opinion is added up of him? How does
he endeavour to allure single mothers? More than that, he is an antipode of a person
who is as busy as a bee. Does he inspire sympathy to you?

4. Is it significant to have such communities as SPAT? The purpose of such
societies as SPAT is to help people through their emotional and trying time. Self-help
societies in Britain are aimed at helping people to overcome problems. They can
share their difficulties, discuss important questions and find friends who understand

them. Are these societies common in Russia?

VII. Retell the chapters using the active vocabulary and words and word

combinations studied.

Test yourself! Chapters 1-6

Translate the sentences. Define the words.

1. Ero Beckuii 10B0/1 TOMOT IO//1€PKATh HEBUHOBHOTO YEJIOBEKA.

2. OH TTOIBITAJICS 3aBSI3aTh PA3rOBOP MPOCTO U3 JTFOOOIBITCTBA.

3. Cynpyru npuILIM K COTJIAIEHHIO O TOM, YTOOBI KyIUTh JI0M 0€3 cocezeit
¢ GPYKTOBBIM CaJIOM.

4. Celiyac g1 Hax0XyCh Ha IMOpPOre CBOEH Kapbepbl, HO MEYTAID O TOM, KaK
NPOABUHYThCS BIepel.

5. ThI JOIKHA TOPIUTHCS TEM, YTO PadoTaellb He NMOKJIAaAas PyK.

6. TeOe cTOUT MOCMOTPETH ITOT Beceablil PUIIbM.

7. Mol1eHHU4€eCTBO B MHTEPHETE JIOCTUTIIO HEOBIBATIBIX PA3MEPOB.

8. Yuurento HEOOX0AMMO HAJAAUTH KOHTAKT C YUCHUKAMH.



Assignment 11
Chapters 7-13

I. Translate the words:
Fiver; prod; requisite anger; wimp; cot; pervert; rounders; CV; avuncular;

embellishment; contraption; malarkey.

I1. Give definitions and find the situations in the novel:

stick up for

thespian

when it comes to the crunch
live off (the royalties)
under the weather

out of touch

take at face value
dump

grass sh up

top oneself

at sb’s disposal

beat around the bush

1. Find the synonyms:

keep out of; get at; duvet; weedy; Kkill off ; cut up; get round to; strike up a
sparky relationship; tetchy defensiveness; mess around; keel over; wade in; conked
out.

IV. Define the words connected with being insane:

be nuts; go nuts; off colour; nuts; thick; barmy.



V. Find the English equivalents in the novel:

BriscHATh, yOeKIaThCs; HEOXKHUIAHHO BO3HUKATh, "BCIUIBITH', YMOJIKATh;
KyAPSIBBIA; COOJIa3HUTH KOTO-JI; PpPBaTh, TOIIHUTH, OBITh OTTAJIKUBAIOIIUM, ILIOXO
MaxHyTh;, O€3MeNbHUK, HUIEOPO; Oposira; HApKOMaH, U3roi; He 3HATHh (0 KOM-IL.,
YeM-JI.); 3aBSI3bIBaTh OTHOIICHUS, MOAPYKHUTHCS; 3aKoH MEpdu; 3aKoH MOMJIOCTH,
3aKOH OyTepOpo/a; HEeMOJHBIN;, HeOOoJbIIas Mopius cajgata (OOBIYHO IOJaBaeMas

OTZIETTLHO OT OCHOBHOTO OJT0/1A).

V1. Answer the questions:

. What hardships did Marcus face at school and at home?

. How did Will gain his living?

. Was Will proud of the song "Santa’s Super Sleigh"? Why?

. What did Will think of Marcus? Was it easy for him to deal with the boy?
. What does Marcus look like?

. Did you find Marcus’s preferences in music stunning?

. Was Marcus aware of the fact that his mother was a bit insane?

. What outdoor activities were the members of the SPAT engaged into?

O 00 N &N O B~ W DN P

. What was the reason for Will’s boisterous behaviour?

10. Who committed a criminal offence in Regent’s Park? What way out was
found? Describe this hilarious for the readers and lugubrious for the protagonists
scene in detail.

11. What else was the Dead Duck day marked with? Give an account of this
abominable for Marcus occasion.

12. What was the audience in the waiting-room of the hospital like?

13. What was written in a suicide letter? How do you perceive the reason for
such an outrageous deed?

14. Was Marcus successful at reviving his mother’s spirits?

15. Was Will resourceful enough to have all things settled and be busy all day
long? What occupied most of his time?

16. What benevolent intentions did Will reveal in regards to Marcus?
9



17. Marcus is portrayed as a straightforward person, isn’t he? Was his proposal
baffling?

18. Why did Marcus want his mother and Will to bond?

19. Where did Marcus, Will and Fiona go out? How did she look like?
Describe in detail their appointment. Did it come up roses? Was it easy for Will and

Fiona to strike up a conversation?

VII. Find the stylistic devices in the sentences:

1. He already had a cast of three — Paula, Ned and his mother (who wasn’t
Imaginary in quite the same way, having at least been alive once, although not,
admittedly, recently) — and he could see that if he was going to carry this through,
then there would soon be a cast of thousands.

2. They trudged towards the picnic, feeling old and beaten and found out.

3. He played ball, he blew bubbles, he burst crisp packets (a mistake — many
tears, lots of irritated glances), he hid, he sought, he tickled, he dangled...

4. Marcus felt his insides turn to mush.

5. Suzie was crying, and then Megan started up too, so in seconds the room had
gone from a terrifying silence and stillness to noisy, terrifying panic.

6. ... to stay afloat in the enormous ocean of time...

7. For some reason — possibly because he encountered real drama very rarely in
the course of an average twentytime-unit quick-crossword-on-the-toilet day—he kept
being drawn back to thinking about Marcus and Fiona, and wondering how they

were.

VIII. Discussion points:

1. Marcus is a pretty bright boy, isn’t he? Do you agree that he is quick on his
feet?

“Two wasn’t enough, that was the trouble. He’d always thought that two was a
good number, and that he’d hate to live in a family of three or four or five. But he

could see the point of that now: if someone dropped off the edge, you weren’t left on
10



your own. How could you make a family grow if there was no one around to, you
know, help it along? He was going to have to find a way”.

Which theme is touched here?

2. What eggs people on committing suicide?

Does the song “Santa’s Super Sleigh” exist? Which songs mentioned in

chapters 7-13 do you consider cool?

IX. Retell the chapters using the active vocabulary and words and word

combinations studied.

Test yourself! Chapters 7-13

Translate the sentences. Define the words.

1. Ona npuHsJIa yXa)KUBaHUSL 32 YMCTYI MOHETY — KaK OyATO 3T0 Obuia JIF0OOBB €
IIEPBOIO B3IJIAA.

2. He xoaum BOKpyr aa okoJio! S 3Haro, 9TO THI XKMBEIIb 3a CYET ABTOPCKHX
TOHOPApOB.

3. 51 roTOB OTCTAaUBATH TBOW UHTEPECHI B CYJIC.

4. Most KOJIJIEKIIUSI KHUT B TBOEM PACTIOPSIKEHUH.

5. bauTenbHbIN TPOXOXKUNA ¢AaJ IPECTYITHUKOB MOJTUIUH.

6. B pemaroniuii MOMEHT Ba)XHO MPHUHSTH MPABUIIHHO PEIICHUE.

7. 51 ny10X0 ceds1 YyBCTBYI0, KOT'/1a IIOr0/1a MEHSIETCS.

8. BrI mpocTo He pa3dupaerech B COBpEMEHHOM KHHEeMaTorpade.

9. OH HE MOT MOKOHYHTH ¢ c000i. HaBepHska, 3To ObLTO YOUHCTBO.

11



Assignment |11
Chapters 14-19

I. Translate the words:

to force-feed vagrants; chickpeas; off you go; that’s big of you; sackful;
liquorice allsorts; caffeine; occupational hazard; raucous; literal-minded; molest;
drinking binges; whiff; dosh; bleached hair.

I1. Give definitions and find the situations in the novel:

to elude

to inflict oneself

on the spur of the moment

to be a truant

excruciating

cheeky

to blow one’s top
I11. Find the synonyms for these words from the novel:
good-works; flaky; pop round; poke around; implications; hack off; easy-

peasy; nutter.

1VV. Match the words/word-combinations with their translation:

1. dog’s dinner OIIYTUMBIH, BBIPAKCHHBIN

2. chuck [I[ETUHA

3. slip-ons MOPIIHHBI B YIJIax rja3

4. discernible Hepa3Oepuxa, 0ecropsIoK

5. stubble HEOOBIKHOBCHHAS IIEAPOCTD

6. crow’s feet HIBBIPATH, OpOCaTh

7. beam at NPUATHOE OLIYIICHUE, S Opus
8. munificence 00yBb 0€3 IHYPOBKH

9. natural high NPUBETIIMBO YIBIOATHCS
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10. go round Pa3KEBBIBATH; PACKIIAIBIBATH 1O MOJOYKAM
11. think for oneself MIPUBUPATH

12. scowl at sb. CBOS I'0JIOBa Ha IIeyax

13. tell fibs YCTPOMTH FOJIOBOMOMKY, KPUTHKOBATH

14. spell out Opocath IPO3HBII B3IJIST

15. have a go at sh. 3aX0JIUTh B TOCTH 3aIIPOCTO

V. Find the English equivalents in the novel:

GUIbM IJIOXOT0 KayecTBa; KypyaBble WJIM TYrOo 3aBHUTBIE BOJIOCHI, KYAPH;
YKJIOHUYMBBIN; JIMYHBIC BEIIM, MPUHAAJIEKHOCTH; JTIOOOMBITCTBOBATH, PAa3bICKUBATD;
MPaBIONOA00HBIN; najath, CBAJIUTHCS; BBICJIC)KHUBATD; CyMacHIe N},
0e3pacCy/IHbII; TSTHO; TPYAHOCTD, IPEMATCTBUE; 3BOHOK; YTEIICHNE; HECOUETACMbIN;
BIYTHIBaTh ce0s; BHE ceOst (Oe3yMHbI); B3auMHBIE YNpEKH (OOBUHEHHE);

O6M€HI/IBaTB; HCCMCTHOC KOJIMYCCTBO, IIAHTAKUPOBATH, TOJICTOBKA.

V1. Answer the questions:

1. What can you say a youth movement “hippy” except the fact that it’s “a
usually young person who rejects established social customs (such as by dressing in
an unusual way or living in a commune) and who opposes violence and war;
especially : a young person of this kind in the 1960s and 1970s?

2. Florence Nightingale, known for her merciful night rounds to help wounded
soldiers, established her image as the 'Lady with the Lamp." Find some information
about this brave woman.

Why did Will consider her to be a heart of gold?

3. Why was it tormenting for Will to listen to ‘Killing Me Softly With His
Song’?

4. How did Marcus thunder down deceit? How did they settle the matter?

5. How did Will react when Marcus decide to pop round him?

6. How did they get on later?

7. What was the reason for which Marcus was at Will’s digs?
13



8. How did it happen that the boys wanted to embed sweets into Marcus’s

skull?

9. What did Will call a natural high? Why?

10. Was Fiona glad that Marcus went round Will?

11. How did Marcus understand that he didn’t think for himself?
12. What was Christmas for Will?

13. Did Will and Marcus come to an agreement about Marcus?
14. Whom did Marcus meet while waiting for the headmistress?

15. Why was Marcus cheeky to the headmistress?

VII. Retell the chapters using the active vocabulary and words and word

combinations studied.

1.

Test yourself! Chapters 14-19

Translate the sentences. Define the words.

S Bcerma cTaparoCh YKJIOHHTBCS OT Cropa. OJTO IOMoraer us0erarb

KOH(DIIUKTOB.

2
3
4.
S)
6
7

Moii Opat Bcerga NPUXOAUT B APOCTh, KOT/Ia €My KTO-TO IEPEUNT.
Ecnu Te1 Oynenis nporyaiuBaTh 3aHATHS, Thl BPSJI JIU CAAITL SK3aMEHBI.
3aueM OH HABA3BIBAET TeOE CBOE 00MIECTBO?

Ben cpa3y ke npu3Haics, 4TO OH COJTAJL.

Harsoe noseneHne 3Toro MOJja0A0ro 4Y€JI0BE€Ka BO3SMYTUTENIBHO!

Korna y Menst Bocianusics 3y0, s €/1Ba BbAEpKaJl My4YHMTeJbHYI0 O0JIb.

14



Assignment 1V
Chapters 20-25

I. Translate the words:
keep your hair on; roadie; my man; burrow; skewed; transpire; haul ; pillock;
charades; snubbing; unreciprocated ; cipher; bouncer ; cast sb in a more flattering

light; deadbeat; under the sun; glacier; beaker.

I1. Give definitions and find the situations in the novel:
let off steam

fix sbup

In one piece

bring up

come in handy

window of opportunity

big break

lie through teeth

run-of-the-mill

I11. Find the synonyms for these words from the novel:

bunk off; celibate; daft; knock around; annihilate; understatement; shush.

IV. Find the English equivalents in the novel:

NOYYBCTBOBAaTh NPUJIIMB HEXKHOCTH; CHUTHAJINUTH; OeccMpiciuia (udermyxa);
OTJIy4aTbCsl (OTXOAUTh); YKIIOHATHCS OT; MOSICHATH (Pa3bsCHATH); OTIPABISATHCS;
CaMOYBEpEHHBIN (fep3kHii); 0e3yMHbBIN; KanaMOyp (CTpaHHOCTh); HEMHOTOCIOBHBII;

OTBpATUTENbHBIN (Y)KaCHEHIINI); BMEIINBATHCS; KIACTHCS; OIIEIOMIEHHBIM.
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V. Answer the questions:

1. Who was Kurt Cobain? Why did his name become the reason for the
messing around?

2. What were Will and Marcus talking about when the boy came round him?

3. What idea struck Will in regards to a kind of help Marcus needed?

4. Why did Marcus decide to invite Ellie round? Don’t you think that he was
too hilarious in an attempt to have a talk with her?

5. When did Marcus’s finest hour come?

6. Did the saying ‘There’s no such thing as bad publicity’ justify itself?

7. What stylistic devices are used in this sentence: “Will wrestled with his
conscience, grappled it to the ground and sat on it until he couldn’t hear a squeak out
of it”?

8. What does the tradition of pulling wishbones imply?

9. Was Will willing to come round Marcus and Fiona on Christmas day?

10. Who was invited at Fiona’s?

11. Do you bear out the opinion that estranged couples get on well together?

12. Why was it surprising for Will that Marcus was gracious about his
Christmas presents?

13. What benefit can a child have being given different presents from both
parents?

14. How did they spend Christmas?

15. What happened when Suzie turned up?

16. Who did Will fall in love with?

17. How was Will going to attract Rachel’s attention? What was he good at?

18. What new lie did Marcus think up again?

19. Whom did Marcus meet at Suzie’s?

16



V1. Discussion points.

1. Comment upon the following proverbs and sayings. Make up situations
with them.

do as the Romansdo  co cBouM ycTaBOM HE XOIST

best of both worlds UMETh M TO U Jpyroe (0e3 HeoOXOAMMOCTH BhIOOpA);

151 pI)I6Ky ChECTh — U KOCTOUYKOM HE IIOJAaBUTHCA

2. In the novel there is an allusion to the British custom of baking a cake
with some object inside which can foretell your future:

“...have Christmas pudding with five-pence pieces hidden in it”.

Putting a silver coin in the pudding is another age-old custom that is said to
bring luck to the person that finds it. In the UK the traditionally used coin was a
silver 'six pence'. The closest coin to that now is a five pence piece!

The tradition seems to date back to the Twelfth Night Cake which was eaten
during the festivities on the "Twelfth Night' of Christmas. Originally a dried pea or
bean was baked in the cake. A person who got it , was 'king or queen’ for the night.
There are records of this practice going back to the court of Edward Il (early 1300s).
The bean was also sometimes a silver ring of small crown. The first coins used were a
Silver Farthing or penny. After WW1 it became a threepenny bit and then a sixpence.

You might also get other items (sometimes called 'tokens' or ‘favours') placed
in the Christmas Pudding which also meant to have special meanings:

« Bachelor's Button: If a single man found it, he would be a bachelor for the
following year.

« Spinster's/Old Maid's Thimble: If a single woman found it, she would not get
married next year.

« A Ring: If a single person found this, he would get married in the following
year. It can also mean you will be rich for the following year.

Are there any traditions of foretelling in Russia?

Making Christmas crackers is a great way to prepare favors for that special

Christmas party or event. Christmas crackers are a popular party favor in Great
17



Britain and Australia. They are not difficult to create and can easily be done in an
afternoon. If you want to try it for this Christmas, then this page will walk you
through how to make Christmas crackers step by step.

If you think that Christmas crackers are something that you can put cheese on,
then you're obviously not from Great Britain or Australia and have never seen the
Harry Potter movies. A Christmas cracker is a party favor, which consists of a
wrapped tube filled with a paper crown or party hat, a joke or riddle and a small gift.
The cracker is then pulled open to expose its contents. Not only do crackers make
great gifts, they can also be used as ornaments, stocking stuffers and invitations.

Find some information about Christmas crackers.

VII. Retell the chapters using the active vocabulary and words and word

combinations studied.

Test yourself! Chapters 20-25

Translate the sentences. Define the words.

1. Kak Th1 00BIYHO CHUMAEIb HEPBHOE HANIPSKEeHHe?

2. JlaBaii MO3HAKOMUM MOIO CECTPY C TBOMM OpaToM. Y HUX MHOTO OOIIIETO.

3. He mepexwuBaii HacueT Oaraka. Bce TBoW Bemm HaxoAsaTCs B LEJOCTH H
COXPAHHOCTH.

4. B moxoae MHE MOYKET MPUTOAUTHCS OJISSIIO M DJICKTPOTUIATKA.

5. 51 He MO0 32aBOANTH Pa3roBOP O 3apIuiare.

6. B mo0oM ciydae Haio BOCIIOIB30BATHCS ATUM YA0OHBIM MOMEHTOM.

7. IlepeJIOMHBII MOMEHT B €€ Kaphepe MPOM3OIIIEIT TTOCIIC TTOBBIIICHHUS.

8. DTOT 4enoBeK HAIJIO JIsKeT U TaKe He KpacHeeT!

9. Ero BeicTymuieHHEe OblJIa HUYEM He MPUMeYaTe/IbHbIM.
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Assignment V
Chapters 26-31

I. Translate the words:
let’s-cut-the-crap; get the wrong end of the stick; psycho; mooch around,;

Unencumbered; concussed; DIY:; Grout.

I1. Give definitions and find the situations in the novel:
get together

beat yourself up

run riot

slip through sb's fingers

see eye-to-eye with

let sb loose on sth

talk sb out of sth

have/take a peek

I11. Find the synonyms for these words from the novel:
start on sb/sth; buy time; off one's head; cry your eyes out; thump; straggly;
snivel; pass (one's) lips; push your luck; revelation; buoyant - able to float; window

ledge

1VV. Match the word with the translation:

1. a catch a) to imagine or expect something in the future,

especially something good

2. in-between b) to express excitement or interest

3. to dunk c) a person who is considered to be very suitable for a
relationship

4. harp on (about sth) d) having the qualities of two different things
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5. gerbil

e) to put a biscuit, piece of bread, etc. into a liquid
such as tea, coffee, or soup for a short time before

eating it

6. to get at sth

f) to talk or complain about something many times

7. to envisage

g) a small animal, similar to a mouse with long back

legs, that is often kept as a pet

8. to enthuse

h) to reach or obtain something, especially something
that is difficult to get

9. crumpet 1) stupid and slow to understand, or unwilling to try to
understand
10. obtuse J) a small, round cake like bread with holes in one side

that is eaten hot with butter

V. Find the English equivalents in the novel:

KOHIM&pHBIﬁ; XBaCTJINBO (HaHOKaB); IIOJIaBJIMBATh HAa 4YCM-JI.; OCTATKHN CABI,

OCTaHaBJIMBATBLCA,

JTyHOBEHHE, O€3yMHBIN; IIepeHOYCBaTh, BBIXOJIUTh U3 CEOS;

TOJIKHYTb JIOKT€M; OCTAaHOBUTHCS (3aMEPETh).

V1. Answer the questions:

1. What was Will asking Marcus about? (to pretend to be his son)

2. What helped Marcus and Will create mutuality?

3. Was Ali glad to see Marcus?

4. Did Ali and Marcus get on well with each other? Why did they quarrel?

5. Why was Will worried because of the fact that Ellie had got Marcus out of

trouble?

6. What was the point in Will’s “fathering a child”?

7. What stylistic device is used in the sentence: “But Rachel simply sat there

and waited for him to finish his mouthful, and however much he chewed and
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grimaced and swallowed and choked he couldn’t make a mini spring roll last
forever”?

8. What was the problem with Marcus’s mother? How did he feel about it:
“...frightening burst of sobbing, a burst that Marcus could do nothing about, no
matter how many questions he asked or hugs he gave her; and then, finally, there was
the breakfast crying again, and he knew for sure that things were serious and they
were in trouble”?

9. Whom did Marcus tell about his mother’s crying again?

10. Whom did Marcus consider his friend? Why?

11. Why was Ellie frustrated? What happened?

12. Why did Will see no point in interfering with Fiona’s privacy?

13. Why did Rachel fancy Will?

14. What did Rachel tell Will so that he “felt like the most stupid man in the
world”?

15. What was Rachel’s opinion the reasons for some people to take their life?

16. What happened to Marcus’s father? Did Marcus feel sorry for him?

17. “Ellie was like a guided missile in school, and sometimes it felt as though
she were his personal guided missile. Whenever he was with her he could point her at
targets and she destroyed them, and he loved her for it”. What attracted Marcus in
Ellie?

18. Why were Marcus and Ellie going to Cambridge?

19. What did Marcus get to know about from the newspaper headline?

20. Why was Marcus’s guided missile plan about to fail?

VII. Retell the chapters using the active vocabulary and words and word
combinations studied.
Test yourself! Chapters 26-31
Translate the sentences. Define the words.
1. JIaBaiiTe BCTpeTHMCS B ISITHUILY U BCE OOCYTUM.

2. He BuHHU ce0s B TOM, 4TO IPOU30LLI0. DTO ObLJIa CIIy4alHOCTb.
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3. OH pana BoJi0 (aHTa3uu U BOIJIOTUI CBOM UyBCTBA Ha XOJICTE.

4. 4 ymycTtwia BO3MOXHOCTD YCTPOUTBCS Ha BBICOKOOIUIAUYMBAEMYIO
JOJKHOCTb.

5. 4 coryiacHa ¢ TOOOM, UTO TaK MOCTYINATh HEMPABUIIBHO.

6. KTo nana emy nojgnyio cBo00ay 1eiCTBUI?

7. Ponurteny nonsITaluch OTTOBOPUTH MEHS OT Opaka.

8. 51 xouy B3IVIAHYTB Ha JIOM, KOTOPBII IIOCTPOMI TBOI Opart.

Assignment VI
Chapters 32-36

I. Translate the words:

a mundane social arrangement; tetchiness; apologetic; body swerve; pseud,
existential; ulterior; malarkey; geezer; ventriloquist; look forward to a heart-to-heart;
hennaed; avenge; kindred spirit; reconciled; exploit; contemplate; be out of sth; play

truant; fumble around; circumspect; brusque; abhor; elaborate; scowl.

I1. Give definitions and find the situations in the novel:
to be out of touch with smth.
all over the place

on the verge of

screw up (courage)

(bring) grist to the mill

go off the rails

give up on sb

the last straw

be lost for words

start with a clean sheet

get one’s head round

out of the blue
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I11. Find the synonyms for these words from the novel:

get the hang of sth; shove off; be cut out for sth; one liner; good call; hold
down a relationship; scare sb to bits; take a while; bring the trouble upon oneself;
pick up; chuck; patronize; apprehend; tatty; feisty; rebellious; mousy; ditto; knack;
heartbroken; bang up; hoot; give sb a piece of one’s mind; rip off;, Wrong-headed,;

wander off; split up; tetchy; intervening; Whoop; Sagely; Scald

IV. Find the English equivalents in the novel:

[Ipoucxonuts, MOJIy4aThCs B PE3YyJbTATE; KUTh, MOOLIBATH B KPYITHOM T'OPO/IE;
B TUIyOMHE JYyIIH; OOCTOSATENIbCTBA; OTYasHHE; UMETh aUICPryi0 Ha YTO-J1.; CTPACTh;
CIEP>KUBaTh, OOPOHEHHBIN; HECTH OpeMsi OTIIOBCTBA; BBI3BATH CEPACUHBIA MPUCTYII,
YMECTHBIM BOIIPOC; COMPOBOXKIAIOIIMKA, COIMYTCTBYIOIINK; KHOIKA aBapUMHOU
OCTaHOBKH; MHTh OOJBIIUMU TJIOTKaMH (CHMPTHOE); OJUTEIBHBIN, HACTOPOXKE;
BUTpPUHA; CJIA0BIN, XUIIbINA; MOJOTOK; CIIAaCTU U3 IUICHA; 0004YrHA, OOPAIOP; MaHEKEH,
KykJia; Opojsra; MOCTOSHHO ObIBaTh (Te-ii.), MPOBOJIUTH BpeMms; Hepazbepuxa,
OecropsiZIoK; CEepAMTHIM, pa3IPaKUTEIbHBINA; TSKEIO OIYyCKAaThCsA, CaaUThCS;
MOPIIMHA, CKJIaJIKa; IMOJICPKUBATh, MOJKPEIUIATH, TOpPE; OYEBHJIHO;, OCKOPOJIATH;

3aKIIIOYaThb CACIIKY, HCUCUHUC/IMMOC KOJIMYCCTBO, YAAPHUTh JIUIIOM B I'PA3b.

V. Answer the questions:

1. Why were Rachel, Will and Fiona going to a pub?

2. Why did Will feel a rising panic?

3. What did Will learn about Fiona?

4. Whose death did they learn about?

5. Why did Marcus feel exhausted and embarrassed on the train?
6. Why did Ellie break the window of a record shop?

7. What happened when the police arrived?

8. Who was the first to come to the police office?

9. What made Marcus lose his temper?
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10. What did Ellie’s mother look like?

11. Did Ellie’s and Marcus’s mothers get on well?

12. Describe the characters’ meeting at the police station.

13. What did the shop owner look like? Why was everyone bewildered?

14. What was the end of the “cardboard-cut-out affair”?

15. Is it important to create little patterns of people? Did Marcus learn to do
it?

16. Is it important to create little patterns of people? Did Marcus learn to do
it?

17. How did Will spend time with Rachel, Marcus and Ali?

18. How did Marcus change? How did the other characters change?

V1. Discussion points.
Marcus’s mother once told him that sometimes people need opposites. Marcus
made up his mind that he wouldn’t like Ellie to be his girlfriend because she differed

radically from him. Why do people seem to attract completely opposite people?

VIIl. Retell the chapters using the active vocabulary and words and word

combinations studied.

Test yourself! Chapters 32-36

Translate the sentences. Define the words.

1. OH He B Kypce JeJ CBOEH CEeMbU, IMOTOMY YTO OH JKMBET U pabOTaeT B
JPYroM TOpojie.

2. I1o Bcemy oMy ObutH OOHAPYXKEHBI OTIIEYATKU MPECTYIHUKA.

3. AMypCKUli TUTP HAXOJUTCS HA TPAHU HUCUEC3HOBEHHS.

4. OH HaOpaJics XpadpOCTH U MPU3HAJICS B COJACTHHOM.

5. HWndopmamuss 0 JEATETHHOCTH KOMITAHMHM  Jaja  KOHKypeHTam

NPEeUMYLIECTBO.
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6. Jlaxxe ecnm 4enoBeK COWJICA € MYTH MCTHHHOIO, €T0 CEMbS HE JOJHKHA
CTABUTH HAa HEM KPecCT.

7. Ero rpy0oe moBeaeHue CTajao mocjaeaHel Kanjieu.

8. 5 morepsiyia jap pe4u OT €ro NPSIMOJIUHEUHOCTH.

9. Huxorna He MO3JIHO HAYATh sKU3Hb C YUCTOIO JIHMCTA.

10. 51 He MoOry B3SIThb B TOJIK, [IOYEMY OH HEO:KHMJAAHHO BCKOUYHWJ U BBIOEKAT

U3 KOMHATHI.

Topics for essays

One of the significant issues raised in the novel is connected with bullying.
Marcus is being laughed at by his classmates. It’s a great disaster for him to be an
outsider. Each day at school is real torture.

Teenagers usually bully their victims at the age of 13-15. Psychological,
physical and cyberbullying are harmful for teenagers’mental state which is a little bit
fragile. The statistics show that teenagers that are more likely to be bullied are
schoolchildren from low-income families.

Write an essay on the point of bullying. What causes bullying? Do you
agree that people who are bullying you, are insecure about who they are, and
that's why they're bullying you? What should parents, teachers and children do
to prevent bulling?

Regard some other points connected with the novel in the following review of

the novel:

Life is not always a picnic through the example of About a Boy by N. Hornby

Where have our values gone? Our society is in moral and spiritual decline.
People forget about true family values, being obsessed with self-fulfillment ethics,
addicted to fame, plunged themselves into their sordid and ambitious desires, striving
for better quality of life. The burning issues of the day — relations between men and

women, looking for a second half, upbringing, bullying, single parenthood, etc. make
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the novel a great delight to read. Students usually say that the plot grabs their
attention from the very first line and they read it from cover to cover. As well as our
life consists of black and white stripes, the novel contains the chapters where we
can’t but laugh or on the contrary burst into tears, ponder over sense of life or just
enjoy ourselves. Needless to say that some books are to be tasted, others to be
swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested and About a Boy is sure to be a
book which refers to all these categories.

The first-year students, with whom we have been reading and discussing the
novel, are enthusiastic about the plot, the theme and the characters. Some of them
found themselves in the protagonist’s portrayal, others ran the same difficulties at
school, or came from one-parent families, or felt the generation gap problem with
their parents. In spite of an opinion that some books are hobbyhorse ones, they are
less controversial than others and raise less urgent or touching topics [Footpath Issue
N0.12 p.7-8], I can’t bear to call the novel simplistic. Frankly speaking, the storyline
IS so gripping that you want to read a book through and through. The enthralling
narrative and a teenager, opposed to the society and a deluge of problems, will
always dwell with people who have once read the novel. Time and tide wait for no
man. But the issues on which the author settles upon are ever-lasting.

Marcus, whose character sketch is exciting to trace, isn’t right for schools.
Other kids give him a hard time. The author compares these kids to sharks looking
for flesh — and in our case it’s a wrong kind of clothes, haircut, shoes, etc. Why is he
bullied? There are a lot of queer things in his demeanour. He wears rather out-of-date
clothes, his haircut isn’t cute, he doesn’t listen to fashionable music and sometimes
he can sing a tune which he is hearing in his head. These reasons lead to the fact that
Marcus is being ridiculed and mocked at by his classmates. Marcus’s fame has been
spreading and not only his classmates but also all students crack jokes about him.
Marcus is aware of the fact that he is weird. What is more, he considers his mum to
be queer too. Marcus feels at ease only at home. Being at school makes him feel
uncomfortable. Singing and reading have become his way of flying away from Kkids,

teachers and problems. School violence and aggression lead to the fact that children
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hurt or frighten their classmates who are smaller or less powerful. These victims are
usually different from others, or just don’t have proper clothes, or they are too shy
and quiet. Marcus is surprisingly even-tempered when the bullies pursue him:

Marcus was standing on the step being bombarded with some kind of
confectionery, rock-shaped and rock-hard lumps that could easily do as much
damage as rocks.

We often come across bullying at schools, colleges, at home, on the Internet,
sometimes even at work. According to statistics 10% of British secondary school
students are bullied more than once in any term. Bullying can range from name-
calling and teasing to physical violence. Marcus comes across the following forms of
bulling: nicknaming, telling other children not to be friends with someone, teasing
and hitting. He wished he were “normal”:

He’d been pretending that everything was normal — difficult, yes, but normal —
but now he’d let go he could see it had been everything but normal. You don’t get
your shoes stolen normally. Your English teacher doesn’t make out you're a nutter
normally. You don’t get boiled sweets thrown at your head normally. And that was
just the school stuff.

What can you do if you are being bullied? The first idea which occurs to us is
to tell about bulling to a form teacher or a psychologist at school. But Marcus’s
teachers witnessed the cases of bulling and observed it without reacting. The second
way out is to speak out to parents. But as for Marcus’s mother, she was too
preoccupied with herself being under the weather. Students’ responses about getting
over bulling included keeping a diary (what/where/who/when it happened),
providing teachers, tutors and parents with details and not hitting back since it make
the matter worse.

Which types of students can be vulnerable? As for Marcus, he is the very same
person who has become a fallen sparrow due to some traits of his character. He is
silent and uncommunicative, uncertain and shy, calm and modest. The author uses a
lot of word which describe a weird, odd or a plain person: be nuts, go nuts, off

colour, nuts, thick, barmy, flaky, daft, a wally, nutter, pillock, prat, wanker, twit.
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Marcus is depicted in a way which shows that he doesn’t have friends, he
doesn’t get enough parental love, he is alone in spite of the fact that he has got a
mother. His mother is prone to crying and no one knows when and why it begins and
stops. Will doesn’t see eye to eye with Marcus’s mother about her methods of
upbringing:

All of these people came from another country, a country full of things that
Will knew nothing about and had no use for ... . Marcus was the fruit of their loins.

One can’t deny that Marcus is a pretty bright boy. It becomes obvious that he is
quick on his feet judging by his wise thoughts:

Two wasn’t enough, that was the trouble. He’d always thought that two was a
good number, and that he’d hate to live in a family of three or four or five. But he
could see the point of that now: if someone dropped off the edge, you weren’t left on
your own. How could you make a family grow if there was no one around to, you
know, help it along? He was going to have to find a way.

The description of the boys ready to embed sweets into Marcus’s skull made
the students, with whom we discussed the novel, shudder. We see that Marcus’s life
isn’t a picnic. When Marcus encounters Will, “a good boy, the Redeemer”, his life
changes to the better. Marcus goes round a middle-aged man without family
responsibilities and problems.

It’s difficult for everyone to get through pressure, emotional and psychological
abuse let alone twelve-year-old boy’s sufferings. The problem of young adolescents’
aggressive behaviour causes a deterioration of microclimate in the classroom and
leads to lower academic achievement.

The boy reveals strength of character, inner power and strong will to overcome
this hectic time. Until the moment when Marcus meets Ellie, his life doesn’t seem
cheerful. It goes without saying that Will did his best to take over the father role — by
at least talking about important things to Marcus, trying to solve his problems or
buying him new trainers. Will is on the same wavelength with Marcus:

Don't beat around the bush '; 'OK, OK, keep your hair on.
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These things did Marcus a lot of good but only Ellie’s authority, who was a
cute senior schoolgirl, helped Marcus to survive. Marcus rose in his opinion not at
the moment when he was trying to get away from the bullies or when Will made an
attempt to change his looks for the better but at the moment when he acquired self-
confidence. People can go too far in case of having negative self-feeling or self-

appreciation. Proper self-esteem and self-actualization is the key to success.

Let’s analyze the story. You can use the plan and clichés for the analysis:

| would like to analyze the story under the intricate/fascinating/
marvelous/enchanting/gripping/amazing/thrilling/magnificent/remarkable/adorable
/stunning/ admirable/embarassing title ..

The text/ story/ extract under analysis is titled...

The author’s biography. The author of this literary work is ... . He was a

notable and prolific ... writer of the ..."

century. His works belong to ... genre,
because his stories deal for the most part with ... . His most famous stories are: ... .
Such features as endowing his protagonists with a great force of character, a profound
psychological insight, reflections on the nature of human interrelations and a deep
understanding of the human motives are typical of the writer. Playful stories and
witty narration are also characteristic of ... peculiar style. His literary works were
adored by the readers /were panned by the critics /the writer won a public recognition
posthumously.

The title. | consider the title of the story to be rather suggestive because the
plot centers round ... . I may suppose that the title is also metaphoric because the..,
but we won’t be able to say it for sure until we analyze the story up to the end.

The setting. As far as | am concerned the setting is not of great importance,
because it is described implicitly. Undoubtedly, the scene is laid in ..., because the
author uses some ... words: ... . We don’t know what city it is, but the author points

out that the action takes place in .... I admit that the story is set at the end of the ..."

century, because we come across the word ... , which was typical of that century.
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Moreover, the author’s creative activity was connected with that time and place
which proves our point of view.

The subject of the story may be formulated as ... . The following row of
thematic vocabulary helps us to gain a better understanding of the topic ... .

The message of the literary work runs as follows: ... The idea is conveyed
through the presentation of the main character’s feelings. To my mind, the story
teaches us to be ... The story is intended to provoke thought/ The story gives food for
thought. To sum up, the moral is reflected in the proverb...

The plot. In my opinion, the plot of the story is rather complicated/tangled
up/commonplace/trite. The basic plot of the story develops slowly towards a violently
dramatic incident and an ironical conclusion. The story is devoid of insignificant
details and full of philosophical digressions. The charm of the story lies in its
interesting plot and exciting situation. At the same time it conveys deep thought, keen
observation and sharpness of characterization. The plot structure of the story is
closed, since all the necessary elements: the exposition, the story, the climax and
the denouement are presented in it. The story has a(n) entertaining/ exciting/
gripping/ amusing/ enjoyable/ witty/ skillfully developed/ slow-moving/ fast-moving/
trite plot.

The exposition takes place traditionally at the beginning of the story, where the
author grabs our attention from the very first line. He reflects upon ... . The author
also introduces into the story ...

Later the narration gains momentum and we get to know about ... .

It becomes clear that the story is characterized by gripping narrative and deep
emotional impact when we observe ...

The climax of the story is rather vivid and quite unexpected, because ... . The
highest point of the action creates a great emotional tension and explains nothing at
once. The passage is rich with such emotionally-coloured words, as, for example, ... .
The author renders ... feelings through ... .

The denouement is quite unpredictable, as ... . It turned out that ... .
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The story is told in the third person. It allows us to regard each character’s
point of view.

The composition of the literary work is level (or straight line), because all the
elements are given in their logical and chronological sequence. Narrative forms, used
in the story, are the following: the exposition, the narration, the description and the
dialogue.

The characters. The protagonist is ..., the antagonist is ..., and the minor
character is ... . The charm of the story lies in a realistic portrayal of the characters.
They are full-blooded and many-sided. The author’s real central figure seems to be
complex or round. The author reveals the nature of his characters through actions and
description of their motives. At the beginning he was ... . The story reveals the
author’s great knowledge of man’s inner world. = He penetrates into the subtlest
windings of the human heart. It shows the person’s pangs if he suffers from such
drawbacks as ... . The character is portrayed dynamically, as later he undergoes
changes and understands ... . The author uses the direct characterization, because
he evaluates the protagonist himself. The major character is represented through his
behaviour and thoughts. We see how ... he is when he is ... . The author shows
(presents) complex/ complicated/ simple/ imaginary/ realistic/ (un)convincing/
superficial/ flat/ round/ well (badly) portrayed characters. The events and descriptions
in the story are seen through the main character’s eyes.... is depicted through her
appearance: her beauty was convincing. She was ... . The girl is worthy of our
positive estimate, because she ... . She is a flat/simple character or complex/round.
Later she... . So, the story is a remarkable insight into human character and these
explicit hints for seizing the personalities of the characters promote better
understanding of their actions.

The conflict. We may observe the internal conflicts within both characters ...,
because .... There is an external conflict: a man against a man which reveals how
intricate relations are between a male and a female. A collision is also based on the
conflict between a set of values/man/nature and circumstances/society ... . These

conflicts contribute to an accurate and complete realization of the author’s message.
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The Vocabulary. The story is full of emotionally-coloured words which
show the author’s knowledge for a deep psychological analysis of his characters:....
There are some international words: pedestal, egoism, charm, captain, erudition,
brandy, etc. I’'ve found such phrasal verbs, as: come up, come back, come over,
dwell upon, drift apart, run down, rake up, reach out, etc. and idiomatic expressions:
take one’s cue from sb, ease one’s conscience. I’d also like to mention the proper
names Trysdale, Carruthers, Garcia, Ventomarme and the toponym Punta Redonda.
There are such synonyms, as greatness-mightiness, accomplice-accessory, oblation-
sacrifice, unbutton-remove-wrench apart, evening dress-garment-garb, vanity-
conceit-pride, memory-reminiscence, tell-speak, confident-adamant,  virginal-
childlike, coyly-shy, note-message, etc. and antonyms: folly-erudition, confident-
tremulous.

The Stylistic Devices. Now let’s see how the author’s intention is realized in
the language of the story. The author uses a great many/ a great variety/ a large
number/ quite a few/ few stylistic devices to reveal his idea/ strengthen the
impression of .../ let the reader get his/her message etc...

First, some words should be said.../ we should mention such phenomenon
as...Second, there are some stylistic means on the ... level that create .../ contribute
to.../ emphasize.../ draw our attention to ...

The linguistic analysis of the text is also of some/ great importance as it....

The choice of vocabulary and stylistic devices is admirable.

The following stylistic devices contribute to the expressiveness of the passage.

| think/ suppose/ believe / consider etc. that the language of the literary work is

bright, sated with stylistic means.
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